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OFTHE 
HOLY SCRIPTURES, 
| a 


which GOD uſes for makiag N Truly 
Religious; 5 
C 0 N TA 1 NI. N SG 


of which, a Chriſtian may take up the Ide f 
- His Relig ion from BIBLE it ſelf; aud may 
read the \ Word 1 with Jud 19 and Profit. 


Norwich : * 3 


N OR T's: CH: — by F. png T. Goddard, 
Bookſeller ia the Market- place iu Normech; and 
for A. Baldwin, i in 3 London. | 1701. 
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By 70 FEE EAT D. D. Arch- Beacon 


A few, ſhort, and plain Directions; by the Help. | 


RELIGION 


The Records of True Religion; and as the Inſtrument : 
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THE 


[neLiGION. 


OF ＋ HE «12: 


Bible, d 


from which, we can of God 1 is 
Learn our Rel ion, 
with ſuch Eaſe, and — ran wth * 
as from the Holy Scripture 
which are — — Dr 
God uſes, to Teach men hy; 
and in which: G0 real elch! 
unto us, by bis word. 5 

| This Bol we are thenofore 
to have the greateſt Hnera- 
tion for, and to make the 
moſt Conſeientious Uſe of: 
40 we ſhall be preſerved 

B22 ma. 
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2 The Religion of he BIB LE, &c. 
from that /znorance and Error, 
which are Fatal to the 

Intereſt of Religion, and 
to the Souls of Men. 
That we may Study the 
Doctrine of our Religion 
in this Bok, with Advan- 

tage and Succeſs, the Diredt- 
ons following are given. 
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Religion in The State of Religion is 
A called the Kingdom of God; 
is 4 Law, and the Kingdom of Heaven: 
4 1 and the Sum or Subſtance 
24 Aar. 1. of Practical Religion is, to 
1415, & Obey the Laws of that King- 
dom of God, to Which we 
belong, however thoſe Laws 
ſhall be made known un- 
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| Thoſe Laws are Holy, i. e. Eon. 7.12. 
juſt, and Good: Good in 
themſelves, and Good for 

us. By Obedience to thoſe 
Laws men became ſuch as 

the Laws themſelves are: 

they ſo become Better men, 

and every one that is con- 
cerned with them, is the 

better for them. 85 


9. 2. 
BEFORE * (x oy The Lees 


Being, „and Providence of 5 . 
Cd, (2.) The Difference of tie Lw of 


Moral God and in 1 
The Certainty of Renard 1s 15. 
and Puniſhments were mani- | 
feſted to Men, by the Na- 
ture, and Relation of 
things; and by the Occa- 
ſional Intercourſe, which 
was between the Viſible 
and Inviſible World. 
Ger 5 2 8 "10 
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Fph. 5. 1. 


The Moral Faw, "the Rule 


of Rig hteoufneſs, and of 


Aden; is a Tranſcript 


. of the Aera! Perf ec tions of God, 


of his Hlolinels Righte- 
oulneſs and Goodneſs: and 
therefore Religion is an 
Imitation of God; for which 
reaſon no man can have 
Right apprehenſions of Re- 
ligion, that has Wrong ap- 


apprehenſions of God. 


Rom. 2. 14 


The Moral Law. 1s the 


15. Lam of our Nature: this Re- 


ligion weare made to, by that 
Modeſty, Tenderneſs, and 


Ingenuity which are Natural 1 


to Men, and Fundamental to 
the great Duties of Sobrie- 


ty, Righteouſneſs, and 
Godlineſs. Nor can any 


man of an improved Un- 
derſtanding, become groſly 
wicked and irreligious, till 


thele Natural Principles are 
Ipoiled 


3 neglected and diſhonoured 5 


— 
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— 
2 


ſpoiled, by violent and un- 
_ natural Prathee. . ©: 
And it muſt be for cur 
Good, Religiouſly to ob- 
| ſerve this Law of our Na- 
ture; ſince the Individual 
is marr'd and deſtroy d by 
Intemperance; the Society 1s 
diſturbed and exaſperated 
by Injuſtice and God is 


by Profan:ſs. Theſe are the 
__ worſt Evils which befal 
Mankind, and are cauſed 
by their own Vices, con- 
trary to what God deſign- 
ed they ſhould be, do, and 
. | £244 


9. z. 


_ BY the Miniſtry of An- 2 Rereal- 
| ed Religion 

gels, God made known his I. wi. 

mind and will to Meſes con- Ai 7. 33. 


| A 4 cerning 93 I 9. 
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cerning Religion : in which 
Revelation, he Owned and 
Repeated, Re-eitabliſhed 
and Re-inforced that which 
is the Law of our Na- 
ture; and ſet up a Poſitive 
Inſtitution , and Political State 
of Religion among the 
Jews, called the Old and Firſt 


Hel dee Covenant , Or Teftament. 


lie Tm In that State of Religi- 
222 on among the Jeas, the 
Bien, 5 

rain thas Jen Commandments were the 


1 and Fundamental Laws of that 
e & 4 King tom of Gol; and the 


"art of tre 
Fewiſh Re. Summary Rule of Religi- 
gion ;. Ous Life: a few plain, 
59. 9. & and ſhort Precepts, ſuffici- 
ent for the Conduct of all 
men, who were Obliged to 
be Religious, and who 
were honeſtly reſolved 1o 
to be, Religion is a Law: 
and Obedience to that Law 
48 


— 


Tre E ig ion of the BIBLE, Cc. 7 


is for tue Good of thoſe who Pe. 10 1 
are © be Religious. | * 


e. 4. 


The Ten Commagdments Theſe Ten 
72 diſtinguiſhed into; VW? 
T2 : the firſt Table con- diftinguiſhed 
taining the Duty of Piet) Bee able, 
towards God; and the Se. E. 32. 15, 
con4 Table containing the 8 
Duty of Righteouſnſs towards 2 _— 
men : and th:ſe Werds of the 
Covenant, were the Sub- 
ſtantial and Chief part of 
their Religion; the great 


9 of God's Law. 115 8.72. 
: : : 


The Duty af A to- If Fiery to- 
wards God is contained in 9 
the four firſt Command- 
ments: and the Obſerving 
. _ nn 


' 
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theſe Commandments, pre- 
| vents that Slavery of Mind, 
ll which Superſtition or falſe Re- 
ligion introduceth ; and 
Den. 13. confines us to the Service 
2, 3. of the True God, which is 
| range; + and Priviledge. 

3 | "PAP Bp Thou fhalt have no other 
| mandment: Gods &c. This forbids Po- 
0 e thei n, and the falſe Ob- 

1 . of Religious Worſhip; 
the many, and falſe Gods. 


2. Com- 2. Thou alt not make to thy 
[| mandment 
„ fe If any graven Image, &c. This 
| forbids Idolatry , and Su- 


perſtition; or the Falſe 

Bf Medinmsof Religious Wor- 

1 ſhip, as the Idols were. 

[ . , 3. Thou ſhalt not take the name 

| | of the Lord thy God in vain, &C. 
This forbids all Profaneſs, 5 

and Perjury or falſe Swear- 
a e 


8 


4. Re- 


© The Religion f he BIBLE, T5 2 
Þ ' Remember that thou keep ho- 4. c. 
ly the Sabbath day, &c. This 
appoints one day in Se- 
ven, as the Seaſon for Reli- 
gious 5 and Solemn Wor- NI 
_ thip. al 
And thus we are to fear 
Jehovah the Only true God 
( (Creator and Governour of By 
the World; who is Glori- Ex. 15. 1r. 
ous in IT) for our * "OY 


ET 
II. the Duty of. Rightemſ: 2 0 Rielre⸗ 


ou ſnefs 5 0. 
neſs , or doing Right to men wards nen 
is contained in the fix laſt | 
Commandments: and the 
keeping every one of them 
is for our gc, as much as | 
univerſal Juſtice, and Cha-,,,, ,... | 
rity are; which do no ill, 8, 9, 1b 


but all good to men. 


5. Honour 


10 
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5. Com- 
N mandment 


} 6. Com- 
manament 


B. Com- 


— . N m_—_ 
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10. Com- 
mandment 


mandment 


mandment 


| Honour thy. Fu ther an1 thy 
Mather, Kc. This lecures 


Childrens requiting of their 


Parents. 
6. Thou fhait do no de. 


This ſecures the Life of one 
man againſt the Violence 
et another; ::1{ ©: 24 
. Thou ſhalt not commit alul- 

tery. This ſecures the Cha- 
ſtity of all Perſons; and 
the Honour of Marriage. 

8. Thou ſhalt not ſtal. This 
ſecures. the Goods and E- 
ſtates of men, to them. 

9. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe 
Witneſs, &c. This ſecures 
the Adminiſtration of Ju- 
ſtice, and Legal defence of 
Right. | 

10. T hou halt nat covet, \&e. 
This ſecures unfeigned good 
Will and Charity; by Pre- 


nee thoſe Deſires to the 
con- 


0 The Keligion of 1 the BIBLE. Kc. 11 
contrary, which the inor- 
dinate, and exceſſive Affe- 


' Ration of Plea ſure, Wealth, or 1 Jun 2. 
Fanar, ore in Men. 13,16. 


TE 


oY Piety toward God, ry Theſe pgres 
Righteouſneſs towards men; of Religion 


(doing Right to God, and 2 g K, 


men) are the Great things Pſalms and 
of Religion, and Weightier * 
Matters of the Law; ſo 
(2.) in the Pſalms of David 
there are Exerciſes of De- 
votion, and Pity: And 
hir the Proverbs of Solo- 

mon, there are Rules of 
Righteouſneſs, and Good- 

nels ; by which Books, thoſe 
parts of Spiritual Religi- 
on,; may be more —__ l 
der ſtood. rt” 1 A 


* >... 0 F * 
. * | 4 
= 


| The Rell en 2 "the BIBLE, .— 


2 8. 


aun prome- To which add (t.) the 
| £2 7 Ule of the Book of Job; 
_ = ©" for Reconciling the Minds 
; of Men to the Suferings of 
the World: and (2.) the 
Ute-of the book of Eccleſi- 
_ wifes ,, for moderating the 
Deſires of Men towards the 
Fnjoyments ot the World: 
both which are Compre- 
hended in Sobriety, ken. ro 18 
Fundamental to Righteouſneſs 
1 and Godlineſt; and is the 
4 right Te, and the right 
Gourmmeut of our ſelves. ' 


s. 


ll 
ll ard by Ex- The Historical 3 of 1 
‚ 


amples in the 
ien the Old Teſtament, from 


N Books. + Geneſis to 5 7 contain, | I 
h | Tir. 2. 12 . | | ( I * | 


ty; 


— — —— 
WS . 
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2 — —— — 


(15 Examples of Obedience, 
and Diſobedience ; and (2. 1 Cor. 10. 1. 
ſhew how God, in all Ages, , 
Rewarded theObedient and 
Puniſhed the Diſobedient; 

in this Lite, 1.951 | 


N. I. 


The Prophets lived "I 
in, or after the Captivi- 
and their Books con- w 
tain the Addreſſes, Which 
God made by Them, unto. 
the Jens, (who were then 
very Wicked, and Hypocri- 
a tical) Dif wading them from 

their Diſobedience by the 
Threatning of Punithment:; «i 
and Per wading them to Re- 
pentance, and Obedience; 
uy the Proniſes of a age ca 


. 


wo The e 5 the ERL EC. : 
And, as (1.) the Diffe- 


mamandments; 33 iÞ y theſe 
books (2.) the Being and 


| the certainty of 1 and 
1 ' Puniſhments are inculcated. 


. IT. 7 


* 


4 Wiki; s (1. ) The Moral Laws are 
i 125 _— Com mon to all Mankind, 
| dic: but I/ the Ceremonial Laws 


N were peculiar 
ts the Fews, contained in Exodus, and 


| 55 peculiar to the Jews, viz. (I. ) 
il concerning the outward Po- 


w of the fewih Gurch: and 


1 Forms of the Jewiſb Worſhip : 

| Alto (3h): the Judicial Laws 
= contained in the ſame 
5 _ were peculiar * the 
1 ews, 


ll rence of moral goo! and evil 
1 is manifeſted by 2 Com- 


Providence of God, and () 


Ar S. ar. ¶eviticur, and Numbers; were 


i {2:) concerning the outward 


P0909 I. jk wm 1... 


The Nellen of 150 BIBLE „Oc. > ES 


nn 


.Y 


Jens, „ concerning 
the fundamental Eſtabli {h- d 
ment of the Jewith State © 

and ( 2.) concerning the 
Oatward Form of 'the Jew- 
1th Government. 


912, 


In the Obligation of theſe a never 

Aid cli Te 

Ceremonial, and Julicial Laws, ary others 

we Chriſtians are not concern- As 15-18, 

ed; they being peculiar to 
the Jews, and never were 
Impoſed upon the reſt of 

Mankind. 

But all the Morel part of 
Religion contained in the 
Old Teſtament, ( (and Summa- 
rily in the Ten Command- 
ments) is {till of Ule to 
us, for our Direction, and 
Admonition: the Moral Law 
being of Eternal and un- 
B en; 


16 The Religion of the BIBLE, Oc. 
changeable, of natural and 
> univerſal Obligation. | 
| This was the Religion of 
i | -. The Jews and univerſal 
Righteouſneſs is the Reli- 
gion of all Mamkind; is an 

Imitation of God, is Good 
it ; and is there- 

fore enjoined, as good, and 

neceſſary for Men. 


3 


1. Chriti- I HE Religion of a Chri- 
| an Religion ſtian 5 (2; ) Begins In Repen- 
„% tance, and Faith: (2.) Pro- 


. ral part of 
iN rheChriſtian ceeds in Obedience to the 


i 412 Command ments of God, as 
= Explained, and Vindica- 
= ted by Feſus Chriſt : and 
* (3.) Ends in Happineſs, 
1 and the Leue of | Glo- 
1 1 N This 

ſ 


— * 


re - ey 


. 


—ͤ— — — 
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a 
* 


This Inſtitution of a Clriſti- 7 
an we have in the Sermons ,;, . 


and Diſcourſes of our Bleſ- rain toe 
ſed Saviour, which con- co 5 
tain a Recognition , and 


Acknowledgment, a Re- 


petition and Re-inforce- 


ment of the Mora! Law de- 
livered before in the Ten , 
Commandments (the Elements, 
and Fundamentals of true Re- 
ligion among the Fews) and 
this Law of Everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, thus _ 
plained by Teſs Chriſt, is the « 
Religion Chriſtians : for | 
the Aſeſah was to deſtroy 


14S. 5,6, 


the works of the Devil, 


and to bring in Exerlaſt- 
ing Righteouſneſs; which 
18 the Salvation of Graz 


B 2. oY 14. # 


— _ 


18 'T he Religion of the BIBLE, c. 


9. 14. 


which Dif- 1 the Diſ.ourſes of our 
7 0 Blefled Savi our, may 

b/c e cr comprehended in, or re- 
parts, duced unto theſe four pra- 


ctical Pr polen 


I ' 9 by 45 That the Subſtance of 
true Religion is Obedience to 
the Moral Law. | 
„. That Wicked men are 
it, &21. unwilling to come under 

the Obligation of tuch a Re- 
1: gion. To 
Meat. 13. 3. That Hypocritical Profeſ- 
23. ſors compremiſe The Difference 
between their Vicious In- 
clinations, and their Holy 
Religion. | 
Cage. 24. 4. That ſuch  Hypocri- 
. * 2 An men to the Ven- 
bt * 3 | &Eamnee 


nA 
2 
FM 3 * 
4 pa 
* 4" 
of 


Tee Religion of the BIBLE, &c. 19 
geance of God , 28 much as 5 
1 the worſt Profaneſ, and Im- 


morality. 


. 15. 


This is the Moral part of This Rig. 
Chriſtianity; in which 1 ” 
to Live ſoberly, righte- Regin. 
oufſly and godly, upon the 
Principles; and accord ing to 
the Meaſures of Chriſtiani- 5... .2 - 
ty, is That in our Religi- WE > 
on, which hath in it, 
the Nature and Place of 
an Eu: and to whichys © 8 
as ſuch, every thihg elle 


18 Stibordinate. 
Bat (1.) Prayer, in Hs Prayer ant; 


We make our Addreiles un- 22 — 
to God; and (2.) the Mi- tai. 5 
niſtry of the Word, in which oY 

Gol [DINE 7 5 Add ref "MN 


B 3 unto 


20 The Religion of he BIBLE, c. 


unto us, have in them 
the Nature „ and Place 
of a Means. As our Pray- 
ers muſt be according to 
the Will of God, ſo Chriſt 
has taught us a Form of 
Lal. 11. 1, Prayer , "agreeable to the 
i Doctrine of His ion. 


6. 16. 


I The pol; * To OY ( I 0 Moral part 


racrorof of the Chriſtin Religion , 


© tion (iu muſt be added (2.) that 


wage which i is Supernatural, and 
Feſus © 2 the Poſrtroe , VIZ. 4 ) The Me- 
| Neſt 9 78 diation of Chriſt for the Re- 
1 conciling of Sinners, by Re- 
155,16. Lal pentance and Remiſſion of | 
, Sins. thro' his Blood: and 
(.) the Reſurredtion of the 


Dead, for the Final Re- 


war ding of the Righteous, 
- and 


© The Religionof the BIBLE, Oc. 21 


—— 


— 6 CEC 
2 


and Puniſhing the Wicked 
in Eternity. 
Io which muſt alſo be (2.) as to 
ye added the Poſiti tive Commands , ters of 
Practice, 13 | 
( 1. ) concerning "Baptiſ; „ „ 
for the Initiation of Chri- craments 
ſtians: and (2.) concern 
ing the Lord's Supper, for 
the Commemoration of 
Chriſt, and his Death, (the 


great P ropitiation and Federal 
Rite.) : 


#8. 17. | 


The Natural, chk; Met: Tow. 0 2 | 
the Supernatural, and poſetive e 4 
parts of Chr iftianity are i« calarged 
farther Enlarged upon, in pon in the | 
"the Diſcourſes of the Apo- the Apoſtles z 
files, contained in the Hi- 
ſtory of their Ads, and in 
their Epiſtles : and thus we 

"=o * have 


— 


22 The Ket 781 N of the BIBLE De. 


a. 


_ 


have 05 9 2 the Compleat 
Inſtitation of Chriſtianity in 
the ee, and Dilcour- 
tes % of Criſt, and (3.) 
(3 1 his Apoſtles, VIZ. the beſt 
Meaſures, and the beſt 
Principles of everlaſting 
„ e the Righteoninels : and (21%. 
2.075 ber the Denonftration of Chriſti- 
5 "fla Y anity in the Miraculous 
5 Works, Gifts, and Pow- 
ers of the H oly Ghoſt; 
Recorded in the Geſpels 
and in the Adis; and this 
: Demonitration of the Spirit is 
peer * the PI of of cur. Relig: 1- 
Tre, 3.12: on; one Very conſiderable 
par t of which Proof was 
| the, Kefreret? is : of Chriſt. 


- 


9. 1 8 Ihe 


The Religion of the BIBLE, c. 23 


— 


9. 18. 


The Epiſties contain , 474 the ( 3) 


indication 


© | 3dly.) the Vindication or De- „i in the 


fence of the Religion of Epiftes. 
2 Pet.1. 12 


Chriſt , (I.) againſt Infidels 1 
. and 1 agans .. 433 = 1 Ha, 
gainſt Judaizing, and Faga- 

nizing Believers. 

I he Epiſtles contain al- 

o an Inculcation of the Pra- 

ctice of this Religion up- 

on the Conſciences of Chri- 
ſtians; Teaching them, 

that God made ule of Chriſt, 

as his great Inſtitution, 

for bringing in Everlaſt- . 

ing Righteouſneſs; and that 
They muſt make Uſe of 

Crit, by way of Argu- 

ment and Reaſon, for the 
detting up this Exerlaſt- 
* 8 ing 


Th Relic 7 the BIBLE, Er. 


ing Righteouſneſs in them- 
{elves and others; for 
there 1s no Religion pro- 
AK perly Chriſtian , without 
01.3.11. 
Chriſt. 
That Improvement which 
is made by the Practice 
of this Religion, 1s the 
neceſſary Preparation for the 
Happineſs of Heaven: and 
no Man is truly Religt- 
ous , whoſe Religion is 
not a £ ital Principle in him. 


* 19. 


| Lai ly, there The Revelation of Saint 
ee. Fobn, contains a Prophetical 
| fy Concer 

g the fu. Account (1.) of that Proſpe- 
| reve Stare of rity, and Alverſity, which 


bore fr mall, at ſeveral times, 


cap. befal the Church of Chriſt, 


unto the End of the 
| World : 


The Religion of the BIBLE. „Or. | 25 1 
World : together (2.) with 


the Corruptions, and Refor- 
mations of Religion. 


9. 20. 


THIS is a ſhort Idea, „Tus Religi 
or Repreſentation of true res = 
Religion, which the Scrip- the Word « 
tures of the Old, and New C i! 
Teſtament give Us : and he 
that Reads, and Studies 
the Scriptures , with this 
Notion of Religion 1n his 
Mind, may Learn what 
the Doctrine of Religion 
is, more fully; from God 
Hinſelf 1 it, mn 
his Written Word. From 


_ thence tis certain, that 


Vertue is Wiſdom ; and it 
mult be Folly which makes 
men think any thing Wi- 


ſer than that. 
9. 21. And 


4 
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— 


9. 21, 


d Humble And with the ſame No- 
7 tion of Religion in our 
e; * Minds, we muſt hear Ser— 
E1-24-1-- mans; by which Diſcour- 
. 1 les, we {hall better under- 
6.11. ſtand the Doctrine of our 
4 Religion, and of the Holy 
Bible, which is the Divine 
1 | Standard of Religion; by 
| which, all Doctrines of 
Religion muſt be Tiyd ; 
and to which the . 
of True Religion is per- 
een, and manifeſtly A- | 


5 gre cable. | 


3 aa 

| Et 

. But no Man, or Com- 
180 | £ ; - 

2 pany 0 Men What ſoe ver, 
| can 


The Religion of the BIBLE, yr 


27 


can make any part of true 
Religion: and if any thing 


Gen. 31. 19, 


34,35. Joſh 
24.17.—25. 


be Made by Men, and Im- &. 2 Kings 


poſed as Religion, it 18 
not true Religion, but Su. 


berſtitiun. And ſuch Super- 


ſtition, or falſe Religion 
men lade made, and have 


mixed that Falle Religi- 


on of their own making, 


with the Irue Religion 


which God made. The Pa- 


gans did 16 with Natural 
Religion: the Fews, and 
Samaritans. did 10 with the 


Moſaical Religion: and 
the Papiſts have done ſo 
With the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion. 


9. 23. We 


Sc. 


| 2.4. 


The Religion of the BIBLE, Orc. 


23. 


1 h- We muſt take heed of 
Ie Hypocriſy , as well as of 
= | ©1457 © Superſtition ; 7. e. WE muſt 
"take heed of Joining to- 
gether in our Practice, a 
pretended Strictneſs in ſome 
Leſſer matters of Religi- 
on, and groſs Licentiouſneſs 
in any Inſtances of Immo- 
rality, ( which are contra- 
ry to the Weightier Mat- 
ters of the Law of God, 
and the moſt neceſſary Du- 
ties of True Religion) as 
the Phariſees did. 


To Conclude, *Tis an a- 
ee ant Nen tion 
of True Religion, that it 


18 ent rely for our Good: and 
| That 


bs Religion 7 5% BIBLE . 


II 


that the Practice of it 


Transforms Men into the 


Likeneſs 0 God; by Righ- 
teouſneſs and  Goodnels ; 
which 1s the Rectitude and 
Perfection of our Nature, 
the Foundation and Eſſen- 
* tials of our * 
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hes > 4 
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